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_ AN BXPLANATION 
Of the 25th Chapt r of St. Matthew's Gospel: 
By W. Batrova.: 


Matth. xxv. 46. ‘‘.2nd these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment : but the righteous into life 
eternal.” See also verse 41. which re‘ers to the 
same persons, and the same punishment. Before 
we proceed to consider thee words directly, we 
beg leave to make some general remarks on chap- 
ters 24. and 25. together. 


Ist. What is contained in these two chapters, | 


jz one continued discourse of our Lord's, addressed 
to his disciples. 


chap. 25. shows this. ‘Then shall the kingdom | {rom verse 42. to the ead of chap. 24. 


of heavea be likened unto ten virgins.” When 
was the kingdom of heaven to be likened to this ? 
The answer is found in chap. 24. which is, at the 
coming of Christ to-destroy Jerusalem. It is 
further manifest from chap. 26: 1. ‘And it 
came to pass when Jesus had finished all thee 
sayings.” 
all the sayings contained in the two chapters ? 


For it will be difficult to point out any change of 


subject or interruption of our Lord’s discourse, 
from verse 4, of chap. 24. to the end of chap. 25. 
That this discourse was delivered to the disciples 
alone, is plain from comparing chap. 24: 1—4. 
with chap. 26: 1, 2. 

2d. The whole of this discourse is in answer 


to the questions put by the disciples, verse 3. of 


chap. 24. ‘*Tell us when shall the e things be ? 
And what shall be the sign of thy coming, and 
of the end of the world,” or age? This suppo- 
ses he had said something about his coming, 


which we find was the case from the last verse of | 


chap. 23. The questions put, were to obtain 
information about this coming, and the signs 
whereby they might know its approach. All 
allow, that the coming, in chap. 24, re‘ers to our 
Lord’s coming at the end of the Jewish age or 
dispensation, but many contend that the coming 
in chap, 25. re’ers to his coming at a day of gen- 
eral judgment at the end of this world. But the 
word then, so clearly marks the-—connexion of 
there two chapters, as to forbid such a supposi- 
tion. Nor can any man point out where our 
Lord left off speaking of the one coming, and 
began to speak of the other. He mentions his 


48, 50. and in chap. 25: 6, 10, 13, 19, 27, $1. as 
oné: nor can any one doubt that the same com- 
ing, chap. 25: 31. is the same as that, chap. 24: 
50—35. from the language used and the circum- 
stances mentioned. See also Matth. 16 : 27, 28. 


And what sayings could the:e be bat | 


; . 2 he | 
coming, chap. 24: 3, 27, 30, 37, 39, 42, 44, 46, 1 of chap. 25. has any relation to a day of geseral 


i Luke 9: 26, 27. Mark 8: 38. and 9: 1. 
verre 4. of chap. 24. our Lord proceeds to answer 
ithe disciples’ questions, and points out particu: 
larly the signs whereby they might know that 
“is coming was at hand. These I need not par 
ticularize. 
3d. What has led many to conclude, that 
chap. 25. refers to a day of general judgment, is, 
overlooking the connexion between the two chap- 
ters, marked by the word then, in verse 1. of 
chap. 25. and not noticing how exactly the three 
| parts of chap. 25. correspond to and illustrate 





The word then, in verse 1. of | three things inculcated on the disciples from 


These I 
shall briefly notéce, hoping the reader will com- 
| pare the passages I refer to. Notice, then, 

| Ist. That our Lord incuicates on his disciples 
ithe duty of watchfulness, in view of his coming. 
|| See chap. 24: 42—44. Let the reader thea 


|compare the e three verses with chap. 25: I— 


| 13. and we think he must be convince], that the 
parable of the tea virgins was spoken to illus- 
trate, and enforce on his disciple; this very dity. 
| Hence the parable ends with these words, expres- 
sive of its object—‘*‘ Watch therefore, for ve 
| know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
| Son of man cometh ;’’ which are almost the very 
| words in which he stated the duty of watchful- 
‘ness in chap. 24; 43, 44. Whocan dispute this ? 
But adinit it, and this part of Matth. 25. must be 
| given up as reerring to a day of general judg- 
‘meat at the ead of this world. 
2d. In chap. 24: 45. our Lord also inculcates 
jon his disciples the duty of fa't/ulness, in view of 
his coming. Let the reader again compare the 
second division of chap. 25. from verse 14—31. 
‘and we think he must also be convinced, that the 
parable of the taleots, was spoken by our Lord 
to illustrate and enforce the duty of faithfulness 
upon them Herel ask every candid reader to 
sav—Is it not the same Son of man which is 
mentioned in both chapters? Are not the ser- 
vants to whom the «oods were delivered the same 
asin chap. 24: 45? Is not the faithfulness and 
unfaithfulness of the servants the same in both ? 
And is not the coming of our Lord to reckon with 
them the same coming in both? Who can with 
| any show of reason deny these things? Bnt who 
can adinit them, yet contend that this second part 


|» 


| judgment ? 
Sd. In verse 46. and to the end of chap. 24. 


‘our Lord states the consequences which. would 


| result, according as tney were found watchful 
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and faithful, or the contrary. Now compare this 


) 


with the third division of chap. 25. from verse | 


31—46. and all must see how e.actly the one 
corresponds to the other. 


In the one, he states | 


what rewards and punishmeats would, at his) 


coming, be awarded his servants: and in 


the | 


other, he goes on to illustrate this, by what may | 
as justly be called the parable of the rewards and 


punisiments, as the two former are called the 
parables of the ten virgins and talents. This 


agreement of chaps. 24, 25. is not an accidental | 
thing, but the effect of de ign, and clearly mark- | 
ed by the word then, with which chep. 25. be- | 
gins; but it is not noticed by most readers as it | 


ought, by the improper division of our Lord’s 
discourse into chapters and verres. 


Our Lord) 


no more ends his discourse, chap. 24. than’ Paul | 


ends his Epistle to the Romans, chap. 4. If the 


quertion is asked, wh ashall the kingdom of hea- | 
ven Le likened unto ten virgins ? The answer is| 


found in chap. 24: 


coming is repeatedly mentioned, and in verse 34. 


is expressly said to be during that ceneration. | 


We ack every candid man I[s not the Son of man, 
mentiored chap. 25: 31. the very same Son of 
nian as is spoken of in chap. 24? And is not his 
coming in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, the same coming and glory as is mentioned 
chap. 24: 50? It was this perfect agreement of 
the three divisions of chap. 25. to the three 


| 


42, 44, 46, 50. where his | 


‘everlasting, is applied to the punishment which 
the Jews are now enduring. Ia confirmation of 
the-e things, comp. Luke 13: 23—31. — Matth, 
18: 11,12. 13: 42, 50. and 22: 13. 

3d. Let us ask again—When were these per- 
sons to go away into everlasting punishment ? 
The answer from the context evidently is— 
‘When the Son of man came in his glory,” verse 
31. Weil, when was this? Not at a day of 
judgmeat, for not a word is said about this in the 
two chapters. It was when the Lord of the ser- 
vants came to reckon with them, verse 19. When 
the bridezroom came, verse 10. At the time 
whea the slothful servants were not looking for 
him, chap. 24: 41—51. And at the time refer- 
red to, verre 44. when he said to his disciples, 
“be ye al-o ready ; for in such an hour as ye 
think not, the son of man cometh.” Christ’s 
father only knew of this day, verse 36. It was 
to come like a thief in the night, or like the flood 
on the old world, 37, 43. But it was certainly to 
come during that generation, verse 34. Then 
he was to reward every man according to his 
works, which exactly agrees to some going away 


linto everlasting punishment, and some into life 


things stated in chap. 24. which changed our | 


views of this subject many years ago, so that our 
views of these two chapters are not influenced 
by any change of opinions since. 
Keeping these 

attend to the words—‘tAnd thece shall zo away 
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal.” The first question is—-‘*Who 
shall go away into everlasting punishment ?” 
The context answers, the goats, verse 33. whose 
conduct is described, verses 41—46. 
and slothful vervants, verses 24—29. The foolish 
Virgins, verses 10—12. And the evil servants, 
chap. 24: 48, 49. 

Let us ask the question—What everlasting 
punishment were there persons to go away into ? 
Answer: the everlasting fire prepared for the 
cevil and his ancels, verse 41. The outer dark- 
ness, verse 30, See also verse 10. and chap. 24: 
51. all of which, it will be allowed, refer to the 
same punishment. 
quiry it has been shown, that by the devil and his 
angels, verre 41. our Lord referred to the unbe- 
hieving Jews and opporers of Christianity. 
the Inquiry j he words § 
has shown, that 
uced in Scripture for te: 
. 


? 
, if é ‘ é 


cA 


° 
‘ 
\¢ 


' »t heol, Hades, &e. it 
been also 
nporal punishment, and 
five in other places. In 


a " : aos 
wh. tnet the term 


> 

ps 

iS the &aMe here 

Corn Lriceaai i mas + at BS | le 
s 


The wicked | 


eternal. 

| But it will be asked, What throne of glory did 
| Christ sit on whea he came to take vengeance on 
the Jewish nation at the end of the age? The 
Greek in chap. 25: 31. is, tole kathisei epi thronot 
doxes autou, and isthe same which Matthew used, 
chap. 19: 28. and is rendered in both places by 
Dr. Campbell in the same way. The whole 


| verre he renders thus—‘:Verily I sav unto you, 
» ceveral remarks in view, let us| 


that at the renovation, when the Son of man 
shall be seated on his glorious throne, ye my 
followers, sitting also upon twelve thrones, shall 
judge the twelve tribes of Israel.’? Here let the 


| reader turn to the last Section, and read the quo- 


tations made from Dr. Campbell and Macknight 
on this verse. Thee writers have shown, that 





‘ithe coming of Christ was at the end of the Jew- 
lis . 5 . . 
‘ish dispensation, that the throne on which he sat 


| was the throne of his mediatorial kingdom, and 


the judging then to take place, the ruling or 


fire is a figure often | 


! 


In the first part of this In-' 


In | 


| 


| 


governing men with his truth. His throne was 
no more a literal, visible throne, than were the 
twelve thrones of the apostles. The time when, 
thé nature of the throne, and the same language 
ured in both cases by Matthew, show, that there 
is no reference to a day of general judgment, as 
‘is generally supposed. If Matthew used this 
language, chap. 19: 28. as these writers explain 
it, by whet fair rule of interpretation do we give 
the same words, chap. 25: 31. such a very dif- 
ferent interpretation ? Men now would feel in- 
_dignant at having their words interpreted in such 
| an arbitrary and capricious manner. What right, 


. > iY 
‘then, har any man to affirra; that the Son oi 
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man’s coming in his glory, and all the holy angels | 
with him, re-ers to a day of gene al judzme it, 
when the same writer, in the same book, has 
used the same or similar languace, where it is | 
mani‘est he is speaking of Chii t’s coming at the 
end of the Jewish ace or dispeusation ? It is weil 
known, that the term redered angel, siinply 
signifies a mesenger of any kind: and it is al- | 
lowed, on all hands, that angels are mentioned as 
connected with our Lord’s coming at this period. 
See Matth. 24: 30, 31. and 16: 27. Mark 8: 
38. 9: 1. and 13: 26, 27. Luke 21: 27. The 
angels being then mentioned, is a confirmation, 
not an objection, to the views advanced. See 
Whitby and Macknight on Matth. 24, who show | 
the angels referred to, to be human beings. 
But it will be objected—How, upon your 
views, can it be said, ‘and before him shall be | 
gathered all nations 7” Answer ; the phrase ‘all 
nations” occurs twice before in this very dis- | 
course of our Lord’s, chap. 24: 9, 14. ‘And ye 
shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached | 
in all the world, for a witnes unto all nations, | 
and then shall the end come.” What end should 
come? Evidently the esd of the Jewish ace, 
verse 3. which took place about forty years after 
our Lord delivered his discourse. During this 
veriod the gospel was preached among all nations, 
lark 13: 10. or throughout the Roman empire, 
which was then called the whole world, Luke 2: | 
1. See Matth. 28: 19, 20. Col. 1:6, 23. Rom. | 
1: 8. and 10: 18. Judea was then a province | 
of the Roman empire. That the apostles preach- 
ed the gospel throughout the Roman empire, and | 
were hated of all nations, no one disputes. We 
have then found in this discourse, the all nations 
to be gathered before Christ seated on his media- 
torial throne. It is obvious, that whoever con- 
tends for a literal gathering together of all na- 
tions before him, ought also to contead, that every 
individual of the same all nations heard the gos- 
pel, and that every individual of them hated the 
apostles for Christ’s name sake. But how ia this 
care could they have had any converts to their 
doctrine ? And no separation could have taken 
place, for all the nations would have been-goats. 
The gathering together of all nations before hii, 
need not be extended to more than such as heard 
the gospel, and profexed it, some of whom did, 
but others did not bring forth its proper fruits. 
This limited view, we think, is favored by the! 
scope of our Lord’s discourse. 


| 
| 


For example, it| 
was not the whole world, or all nations, but the) 
kingdom of heaven, or Christ’s pro’e<ed disciples, | 
who are likened unto the virgins, verse 1. Nor| 
was it to all nations, but to his own servants, Christ | 
delivered his goods, verse 14. See also chap. 24 : | 


i ane 


both geats and sheep, proceed on the ground that 
iLey were both professors of his name. But it is 





not absolutely necessary to confine the sense of 
| this phrase; for, since Christ sat down on his 
| glorious throne, he has beea judging the nations 


of the world in righteousne’s, and such of then 
as would not serve him, he has broken in pieces 
like a potter’s vessel. ( To be concluded.) 

[The following account communicated to the Editor of 
the Reformer, by a correspondent from the South, will 
serve to convince the candid, of every denomination, that 
the Baptists are beginning to open their eyes upon the 
alarming misehiefs, which accompany, and will naturally 
It 


is sincerely to be hoped that by these means, some light 


follow, the modern schemes of Missionary operations, 


will shine on this Northern region, and that some of the 
* Baptist Churches” here, will wake from their slumbers ; 
their “Reformed” sister 


magnanimously imitate 


Churches in North Caro!ina. This remark enianuates frem 
the most iriendly motives. } 


REFORMED BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

Mr. Editor—I have before me a letter received 
from a Baptist preacher in Wake County, N. ©. 
stating that nize churches of the Raleigh Baptist 
Association have reit the:nselves from that Asso- 
ciation, in consequence of the annoyaice they 
have met with from missionary sche.nes and mis- 
sionary beggars. They call them elvesthe “Re- 
formed Baptist Churches.” [ also saw a few 
days since, a re pectable Baptist preacher from 
the Newe Bapti-t Association, who stated that he 
thought there were as inwiy as fifleea churches 
in that Association ready to separate from the 
Association for the same reasons. He also stated 
that one church in the Kelhuke Association had 
pointedly declared against the missionary and 
money-bezging system. Many of the churches 
have tong been grieves.and troubled by the vile 
arts and sche.nes Which hate been resortel to for 
obtaining money, under pre‘ene@of spreading the 
gospel, and are now fully determined to rid the.n- 
selves of the abomination by denying their pulpits 
to all missionary bezears, and removing from 
among them such members as continue their ad- 
hereace to any of the popular afd anti-chri tian 
projects of the day. This is indeed making a 
bold stand, and pre ents an ominous aspect to the 
great missionary works and doings among the 
Baptists throughout the United Siates. 

Wheever has had an opportunity to observe 
the pernicious effects. of the missionary and 
money-bezging proceedings in this country, will 
want no other evideice to-convince him that 
they arenot of God. But the common people, 
all along have been kept in a great measures 
from an open expression of their sentiments on 


Pred 
re) 


42—46. And the replies made to the King by this subject, in consequence of hearing it asserted 


































































































‘ assumed by the Society in New York. 
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by their head teachers and great men, that none 
but the more ignorant and uninformed part of 
society would be found the opposers of Missions, 
&c. It is time for these high-minded and ambi- 
tious leaders and professors in the church. to 
know that this assertion is not founded in truth, 
and also to know that the strength and success of 
a cause in.accommunity, as in a country, dees not 
lie in a few would-be great men, who are seeking 


their own interest and renown, but in the great | 


body of the common people, who are too honest 
to patronize wickedness, and sufficiently informed 


to know when they are imposed upon, as well as 
independent enough not long willingly to submit 
tes <4 


ich imposition. 
4 


<} 





NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY. 


We have frequently expressed our serious apprehensions | 


that our Bapist and Methodisy friends were acting a very 
dinpradent part, in uniting with the Presbyterians, &c. in 
establishing, whiat are called “ National Societies 3? and 
we consider tt incumbent upon us to present before our 
readers, the following just and discriminating remarks from 
a most respectable Baprisy pa- 
per, printed in the Crvy or Wasutneron. 


the “CoLumMBIAN Star 


‘¢ Are there not many things that look towards | 


a National Religion in the United States ? Is not 
an ‘‘ amalgamation” on unscriptural grounds 
sought for, and inculcated by many ? Is there 
not a positive attempt in preaching and practice 
to bring into partial disesteem and disuse import- 


ant Christian duties? It becomes the Baptists, | 


who have preached, prayed, suffered and bled for | 
religious liberty, to be jealous of so precious a 
privilege. One thing is certain, that in the insti- 
tutions of our country, styled National or Ameri 
ean, in which the Baptists take a part, they are. 
used generally as subalierns, instead of having | 
much todo in leading. They musf, in all of 
them, except the American Bitle Society, make 
concessions and compromises which I venture to 
assert the others do not—Yea, of principles, which 
if they are Baptists from sentiment, they hold ve- 
ry dear. 

*¢It mav not be out of place to state, that the 
series of Tracts now publishing by the Society. 
are a republication of the same, with a few excep- 
tions and additions, as heretofore printed for the 
last ten years by the New England Tract Society, 
which took the name of American, before it was 
That So- 
ciety still exists. It has been, and isa thorough 
Presbyterian or Congregational Institution.— 
True, there is a publishing committee of six gen- 
tlemen, said to be each of different denominations, 
but I believe half of them are substantially Pres- 
byterian—one being a Presbyiersan,another Dutch 
Reformed, and the third a Congregationalist.— 
One of the six is a Baptist. By these the tracts 








a 
are revised before they are sent to press, with a 
view of expunging whatever may be objectiona- 

ble to either. It has been said there is no danger 

lof any thing being published t6 which the Bap- 
| tists will object. Of this] am _ not certain, nop 
am I sure that the denomination would be willing, 
if consulted, to trust to any one man for an exhib- 
it, defence, or guardianship of their principles.” 


[from the Universalist Magazine.) 


NATURAL AND REVEALED RELIGION, 

Having very recently heard of a preacher from 

the West, who has been preaching ia this city, 
and contending that there is no such thing in the 
| world as natural religion, some queries aroze in 
| my mind, which are here suggested for consider- 
| ation. 
| Ist. Suppose we should undertake to prove 
that there is no such a thing as natural religion, 
is it not first necessary to determine what we 
mean by it? And 2d. If we conend that there is 
not, is it not equally necessary to have this reli- 
gion defined? 38d. If we contend that there isa 
‘revealed religion, is it not proper that we know 
how to defice it? And if we believe that reveal- 
ed religion is different from natural relivion, is it 
not requisite that we know how to define both, 
and also te define wherein they differ ? 

It would seem that a religion would answer 
perfectly to the terms, natural religion, provided 
it was adapted to the natural faculties of men. 
And here it must be known, that what is meant 
by natural faculties, comprehends all the moral 
and physical powers of which we are possessed 
by nature. If what is here suggested be correct, 
it seems that there can be no true religion in the 
world, but natural religion. For a religion which 
is incompatible with the abilities of man, though 
it might be proper evough for some other order 
of beings, would not be binding on us, as we 


should need new powers to comply with its du- 


ties, and new faculties to enjoy its hopes. But 
here an objection comes, which in the minds of 
many, no doubt, will be considered a very serious 
one. “If there be no true religion but natural 
religion, revealed religion is out of the question 
entirely, and our Holy Scriptures are uceless! 
Reply : May nota religion, which is as perfectly 
adapted to our facultics, and as natural to our 
moral and physical powers, as light is to our 
eves, or sound to our ears, be communica‘ed to 
‘man by a divine revelation ? he manner by 
|which we come. to the knowledze of a thing 
\does not aller its nature. If one man should, by 
attentive application, obtain a thoroucvh knowl 
jedge of algebra, and it should please God to inspire 
janother who had never studied the science at all, 
jwith an equal knowledge of it, what would be 
\the difference in the knowledge of these two 
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tur 
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ynen ? The different ways by which they attain- ‘every blessing which is conferred by a purely natural pro- 
ed to this knowledge makes no difference in the! cess. Is not this, an evidence of reprehensible ingratitude? 
knowledge itself. According to the account we) What additional value would be imparted to any object, by 
have in the 2d of Acts, the unlearned apostles | having it bestowed miraculously? ‘ihe raiment, with which 
were inspired with the gift of tongues, but they! we are clad 
spoke no language but such as other people had! teen manut 
Jearned io their childhood. It required inspira-| which w 
tion to give the knowledze of eveits to the! 

rophets, which others came to the knowle le of 
ry living in the times in which they come to 
yass, and of which others obtain a knowled e by) 
faithful history. The apostles weve wade ac- terrthd any! . ; 
quainted with Je:us Christ and his doctrine. by| all been one a ay a blind, 3 had been restored to the 
hearing hin preach and converse on the things | prerer use of our faculties, hy the Penns WHET S aud 
of the kingdom of God, and by being in company | of him, who unstopt the ears of the deaf and opened vhs 
with him, from the beginning of his ministry to! °Y* of the blind. Yes, and may I not add, that life itself, 
the close of it; but St. Paul, who had not the, with all its accompanying circuuistances, is as much an ey- 
privilege of the other apostles, was miraculously . ; 
converted and instructed by inspiration to under- | dead and buried, and had been again called into conscious 
stand and know the things which the other apos- | existence, like the present, by the omnitie voice, which a- 
tles had learned by being with the Saviour. | woke Lazarus fro n the sleep of the tomb? I consider it 
These reflections seem ta fad to the conclusion, | 4 Mauer ofthe highest practical consequence, that man- 
that all true religion is natural ; and that to some | kind should be learned to appreciate the blessings of God, 
God reveals it, by what we mean by divine inspi- | according to their real value and their adaptation to the 
ration, and that others learn it by careful atten- || wants and circumstances of dependant beings, instead of 
tion to the testimony of such as have been inspir- | losing sight of the re: favor, by gazing too intensely for a 
ed ; and that it may be learned from surrounding | narvellous or dazzling manner, in which it is conferred, 
nature, aided by a moral principle within. H.B. Even, the v getables that crown our tables, should excite as 
il efforts of yruiiiude, as though they bad been plucked 














—_— 


, is as valuable as the same would be, if it had 
the food, on 
e subsist, would be ne more palateable and nutri- 


actured by the fingers of angels ; 


tious, were it brought to us by the ravens of Divine kind- 
ness, or rained dowa.as was the manna on God's ancient 
people, "Ehigs 


setuse of hearing or of seetag, Which we nat- 


raidy possess, is as good and as useful,as though we liad 


iience of Divine goodness, as though we had onee been 


| 





by the hand of Gabriel from @ garden in the Sun, aud trans- 
| ported hither, by a miracle of mercy ! 
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REMARKS 


In relation to “ H. B’s.” vrticle. on “ NMitural and Revealed 


Religion,” in a preceding column. 

Dear Stn—My attention was particularly excited by the 
ahove reasoning ; not only on account of its obvipus con- 
elusiveness, but because [had previously attempted, in my 
incoherent manner, to illustrate the same leading ideas, in 


But excuse this wandering, Sir; for my prineipal object, 


| in addressing you, is, to ask your attention to another part 
lof your excellent communication, Having, by a very brief 
hand convineing process of argument, come to the conclu- 
sion that, properly speaking, there is no true religion in the 
| world, exe pling “natural religion,” whatever may be the 
jmedium by which it is enjoyed, you very justly obeerve,— 
(St. Paul, who had not the privileges of the other 


8 discourse in this place, from St, Luke’s Gospel, 10: 21 || apostles, was miraculously converted and instructed hy in- 
“In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, [ thank 
thee,Q Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
bid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast re- | 
vealed them unto babes; even 60, Father ; for so it seem- 
ed good in thy sight.” | taining what you mean by a miracle or miraculous conversion, 
I endeavored ta maintain that, for example, the Art ve that you did, in order to define the nature or character of 
Printing, the discovery of America, and the demonstra- | 
tions of Newtonian philosophy, were the same in their na- 


| spiration to understand and kuow the things whieh the 
other apostles had learned by being with the Saviour.” 
Although T most heartily acquiesce in your observation, 


} 


| you will indulge me in taking the same course, in ascer- 


true religion,--'t hus—*Ist. Suppose we allow there is 
such a thing, as” a miracle or a “m/‘raculous conversion,” 


ture, and jnst as useful to mankind, as the same facts would 


éis it not first necessary to determine what we m an by 
have been, had they been revealed snpernaturally of God, 


it?” ad. “Is it not proper that we should know how to 


to three inspired individuals ; and thar we are under the}! define” a miracle? “And if we believe in” a “mirneulous 


same obligations to be gratetul to the “ Giver of every goo0e || conversion,” “different from a” natural conversion, “is it not 
and perfeet gift,” as we should have been, had these signa! requisite that we know how to define beth, and also to define 
wh rein they differ?” 

These questions, Sir, are respectfully and candidly pro- 
posed for yeur cousideration; and I shall look with much 


| solicitude for as early und as defiuite a reply, as your cir- 


discoveries heen made known, through the medium of three 
several revelvtions, of a super-human character, 

But our fellow-beings are so extremely fond of the mar 
sellous, that they appear to overlook or undervalue almos} 
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cumstances will allow. I have long been impressed with 
the idea, that the common definition, that, “a miracle, is an 
event, contrary to the established course of nature,” is as 
artificial and arbitrary, as it is destitute of useful instruc- 
tion. The Eprror. 


{For the ( hristian intelligencer.} 


ON MODES OF WORSHIP. 

Mr. Eprror, In reading the “Dissertation” on the Reve- 
lation and Inspiration of the Scriptures, Eo was much 
pleased and editied, and am convinced that a earetul and 
repeated perusal of it, would be very useful to a majority 
of sour readers, As Tam tar advaneed in lite, | hope you 
will allow me to recommend to my younger brethren, a 
critical examination of those articles. On reading the 
article in your 12th No. my attention was called to the 80th 
and 3ist verses of the Mth chap. of Ist Corinthians. 1 
have been of opinion, for many years, tint modern Chiris- 


tinns do not agree with St. Paul, in regard to religious | 


exercises in their worshipping asse ublies,  Tlave we any 
examples of another's speaking. after “the speaker” holds 
his peace? What encouragement is given, by Ministers 


in this day, for the worshippers to propheey or teach, one | 


by one, that all may learn and all be comforted? If they 
are x0 much wiser, than Paul was, would it not be well to 
point out his error, and evinee the snperiority of the pres- 
ent mode of worshipping 2 Would it be impractical le to 
preserve order and deceney, if liberty of speaking was 
granted now, according to the directions of St. Paul? 
Every aitentive reader of the .dcts of the Apostles and 
the Epistles, trust be convinced that the modern practices 
of christians, in their worship; ing assemblies, is very diffe- 
rent from what was practised in the apostolic age. 1 he 


injunction by which they acted was, “Let all things be | 


done unto edifying ;” and why is it not equally obligatory 
now? Ifthe modern practice is wiser and productive of 
more good to the Church, let it be proved, and every pious 
ehristian will say, Amen. W. 


ANSWER TO THE ABOVE. 


Venerable Sir—We insert these inquiries, because we || 


venerate the motives by which they were suggested, and | 


we hope they will induce our readers in general, to exam- 
ine the New Testament witha more earnest determination 
to understand the meaning of the writers, and duly cousid- 


er the customs and formns of worship, practised in the apos- | 


tolie age. But since it is imipossible to introduce any ar- 
guments shieh will produce any essential change ins the 
modern modes of conducting worship, it does not appear 
proper, to discuss the subject, in our columns. There are 
already so many different modes, that we suspect your sug- 
gestions will be as useful, as would be auy labored argu- 
ments of ours. 





REPLY TO QUES! ION=, BY “J. B.” 


Dear Sin and Baorner; Your Question, on the 471th 


page of the Intelligencer, viz. “What are the first Seriptu-| 


ral evidences of the immortality of the Soul” of man, has | 


been duly and patiently considered ; and as we have 
neither received any communication on the subject nor 


been able to find any such evidence, we are as yet unable | 


to give you any information on that question. We are 


very confident that, whatever may be the fact of the case, 
the Scriptures do not speak of “the immortal soul,” “the 





———$<$<$<—<$<$—$— ee 


| soul’s immortality,” or employ any equivalent eXpression, 
on that subject. 

And as to the next Question, viz. “How does the gylya. 
tion by Jesus Christ affeet the human soul,” we have only 
to add, that, as we find that, that subject was under diseys. 
sion in the preceding Volume of our paper, we hope to be 
excused in declining resuming it, in this. 


| 


[For the Ch istian Intelligencer.] 


LAMA WORSHIP. 
In the 2d volume of the Mass. M. Mazazine, 
page 109, we have the following ob:ervations, 

“The worship, which the Fartens pay their Lanias isa 
satire on every claim of man to a reasonable natural relj. 
gion, All the wandering Tartens from the Wolga to the 
Corea, a distance of several thousand miles, Worship the 
| Grand Lama, who is sometines an infant, as the vieege. 
reutof God, Phe more remote tribes Worship hins as 
God himself. They believe hin imuortal, onmicieut and 
perfect in virtue.” 

On reading the ahove passage, I was led to 
| think that here was a striking likeness to the 
/orthudva doctrine of Trinitarian christians.— 
Such were the Editors of the Mavazine. Strange 
they did not beheld their natural face in this 
class! Do they not believe that the i: fant Je us 
was the :elf-exitest God, the supren.e Jehovah, 
who came to be suckled and adored? Do they 
net worship an infant, or at least a man, as God's 
vicegerent, or as God himself? Do they not be- 
lieve that the child Jesus was immortal, omnipo- 
tent and perfect in virtue? Why is not one of 
| thee religious forms of worship as reasonable as 
| the other ? §. T. 








Cotumpian Coturer.—Mr. Eton Galusha has 
succeeded Mr. Luther Rice in the oflice of trea- 
_surer of this colleze. A committee of the Baptist 
| Convention report, ‘that it dces not appear that 
any settlement whatever of the treasurer’s ac- 
counts has been he etofore made.” They more: 
over found Mr. Rice’s accounts in a very imper- 
lect and unsati-factory staie. They repre et 
according to the be t information they have, that 
ithe collece owes 94,716 dollars, 28 ceats ; and 
‘has available funds, amounting to 35,460 dollars, 
leaving a balance to be provided for, of 59.250 
(}dollars 28 cents. Be ides this, there are obliga 
tions to the United States government, amount 
jing to 31,827 dollars, 83 cents ; but hopes are 
entertained that the United States governmest 
may release their claim.— Boston Recorder. 
| [lt is not long sinee, that the government of the United 
|} States did relinquish a debt against this college, of $25,000, 
and now, it seems, “hopes are entertained” that the gov 
ernment will give up aomuch larger sum, Such are the 
consequences of undertaking to aid the priesthood. Cine, 
| give, is repeated with a loudness and bol Iness proporti: ned 
to their success, nor will they be satisfied till a country ™ 
impoverished, and the inhabitants brought into a state? 
 Vassalage to their spiritual dictation.—Ed. Phila. Reform 
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THE EDITORIAL ANOMALY. 


We are sorry that we cannot gratify some of our friends, 


especially at theavestward, in replying to “ the continual 


growling,” (as one of them calls it) of the anonymous wud 
anomalous editor, at Providence. — It is true, that, by reite- 
rating the same vulgar epithets concerning the “ Cliristian 
Juteiligencer,” he appears determined on publishing, at 
least, every thing excepting the truth, 
dictions will injure nobody, but himself, 


But his self-contra- | 
Notwithstanding 
he has been so persevering in his efforts to collect unbe- 
coming ferms and lavish them upon us with unsparing 
prodigality, yet, this same remarkable editor allows Gen- | 
tlemen of the first respectability, who are intimately ace | 
quaiuted with us, to employ those tiles of address, in his | 
paper, which flatly coutradict his own assertions, 
our friends must consider, that it would be useless for us 


Hence, 


to pursue him: he has become his own accuser, 
And besides ; as we have vo aukind feelings towards 
that editorial Anomaly, we shall do uo more than merely | 
to caution him, in the words of the good Book, —*Friend, | 
do thyself no harttn.” If he really experiences the poig- | 
nancy of regret, which his late papers indicate, we would | 
say to him mest seriously, (notwithstanding all the fraternal | 
dificulties which have occeurred,) in the gentle, reproving, | 
aud forgiving languaze of Joseph, to his penitent brethren, 
for God | 
if we have used any greater severity | 
let it be 
pointed out, and we will bow down «nd weep also. | 
} 


--Grieve not yourself, that ye meant it unto evil ; 
meant tt unto good. 
than Joseph would, under similar circumstances, 





NOTICE. 
views on the 25th of Matthew, 


The Eptror, having published his own 
in the bth, 
wid Tth Nos. of this publication, Volume 3.4, has thought 
proper to avail himself of the superior labors of Br. Baltour, 
in his 2d Fuquiry, in complying with the request by © Cay- 


” 


pour,” on the 63d page of ruis volume, As there is no 


perceivable contrartely between the sentiments advanced 
by Br. Bo and our own, previously given, we recommend | 
this explan tion, commencing ov the first page of this No. 


| 
te ; 
to the critical perusal of our readers. | 


The Opinion of the Rev. Asa Shinn. 

“Lam the sou of an old patriot of the State of Pennsyl- | 
vania. have been a preacher in the Methodist Episcopal | 
Clurch, more than twenty years.—-My house has been all | 
tat time a place of retreat aud rest, for the travelling 
pre: hers, and of constant resort forthe brethren. Having | 
lierefore had frequent opportunities, L have intimated to | 

his imps, presiding elders, and travelling preachers, the pro- | 
priety aun necessity of reform. They have commonly repli- 
edd, tmight be right, perhaps, and that thove who w ished for 
@ reform, could withdraw whenever the y might see proper. 
‘Lias led me to pause !—Oli! the depth of ‘spiritual wick- 
tdhess, apparently in high places ! 

“Tn all the extent of my reading, in ancient and modern 
history, [have not met with a notice of a single order of 
Peopie, exeept the Roman Catholics and Methodists, whose 
reachers convene without the consent of the people, make 
fuws for the government of the people, and atterwards | 

"2 rouud aud execute those laws.”—-Balt. Wf. Rights. | 





bth, 4th, Sth ir 


THE GENESSEE A=SOCIATION 

Or Universanisrs, met at West Mendon, Monroe county, 
(N. Y.) on the 27th of Sept. last. Br. C. G. Parsons was 
| chosen Moderator; Brs. L. 8. Everett and W. J. Reese, 
Clerks. Brs. S. Flagler, Everett, HU. Sampson, Parsons and 
O. Ackley, preached on the occasion, and Brs. L. Kaapp, 
C. Morton, J. Holiday, and H, Roberts, 
aud took parts in the divine services. Br. Hollis Sampson's 
Sermon, from Isaiah 7 : 21, is to be printed. (We hope to 
be fuvored with one copy of it.) ‘The meeting was highly in- 
teresting, 





were also preseut 


the congregation numerous ; and the Circular 
Letter, from the pen of Br. Reese, is very able, indicating 
"The Ase 
sociation adjourned, to meet at Benton, Yates county, on 


the last Wednesday in Sept. 1827. 


the sterling piety as well as talents, of the writer. 


Removat. Brother Lemvuey Wixx1s, of Lebanon, (N. 
i.) has accepted the invitation from the first Universalist 
society, iu inoy, (N. Y.) and is to commence his Pastoral 
| duties, in that city, on the Ist Sabbath in November, Al- 
though we lament that our brethren and friends, in’ New- 
Hampshire, should be deprived of the justly appreciated 
services of our esteemed Brother, we cannot but rejoice, 
on the other band, that he is to be engaged in another de- 
partment of (he same common Vineyard, where there isa 
prospect of his being more eminently useful, in the faithful 
discharge of his duties, as a good minister of the Lord Je- 





| sus Clirist. In addition to a public expression of our un- 


| dissernbled confidence and esteem, he may have the assu- 
rance Of Our most earnest intercessions at the Throne of 
| Mercy, for his health, happiness, and prosperity, in the 
prosecution of his labors, in the religious connexion Le has 


now formed, 





WAN TED.—A few of the first Number of the Chris- 
tian lotelligencer, Vol. VI. to make out whole sets for new 
subscribers. Auy friend that can do it conveniently, is 


"requested to furward that Number to the Editor 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

“Jusrus” is informed that we are authorised by Br. S. 
Cors, to state, that he never saw,nor intimated that he had 
seen, aly of the Ms. of his opponent; nor has he any de- 
sire to see it, or kuow who Justus is, unless it be agreeabie 
| on both sides. 

The 2d No. of “Avena Dexra,” has not been received ; 


| probably, it has been miscarried, in the mail. 





¢ 


MARRIED, 
In this tovn, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 
Dons Carios Biake to Miss Harriet Anderson. 
In Providence, RK. L Me. Solomon H Mudge, of Portland, to Miss 
Susan H. daughter of Mr. Nehemiah Dooge of the former place. 


Streeter, Mr. 








DIED, 


In this town, Dr. Nathaniel Coffin, ag:d 82 years. Widow Ruth 
Whipple, aged &7 years. j domrorer<'@ 

In Gorhain, Mis. Revecca J.. wife of Mr George Fox, late of this 
town, 
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POETRY. 


HOPE. 
BY CAMPBELL. 
Gnfading hope, when life’s last embers burn, 
Wien soul to soul and dust to dust return ; 
Heaven to thy charge resigns the awtul hour, 
Ali! then thy kingdom comes, immortal power! 
What thouglr each spark of earth born rapture fly ; 
The quivering lip, pale cheek and closing eye 
Bright to the soutthy seraph hands convey 
The morning drevm of life’s eternal day: 
Then, then the tritimph and the trace begin, 
And all the Phonix sprrits burn within! 
Eternal hope! when yonder spheres rublime, 
Peal’d their first notes to sound the march of time, 
Thy joyous youth ®-gan--but not to fade, 
When all the sister planets hlrave decaye a, 
When the last flanes of livid ether glow, 
And hee ven’s ast thunders shake the World below, 
Thou undis:nayed shalt o’er the ruin sinile, 
And light thy torch at nature’s funeral pile. 

a z SOS ens ET 

HEATHEN HUMANITY. 

In Plutarch’s live of Pompey, I find that he took 
twenty thousand pirates, which infested the Med- 
iterranean sea. 
pey did not choose to put them to death. 
reflected that man by nature is neither a savage 














nor an unsocial creature ; and when he becomes | 
£0, it is by vices contrary to nature ; yet even. 


then he may be humanized by changing his place 


of abode, and accustoming him toa new manner | 


of life :—as beasts, that are naturally wild put off 


their fierceness, when they are kept ina domes-| 
For this reason he determined to re-. 


tic way. 
move the pirates to a great distance from the sea, 
and bring them to taste the sweets of civil life, 


by living in cities, and by the culture of the, 


ground ” 

This change of circumstances mitht not be a- 
greeable tothe pirates at first. It might take 
some time to subdue and tame them. A superior 
power was necessary to guard and control thein, 
till they were civilized. 

On meeting with the above, I was lel to the 
following reflections. May not the Divine Being 
act as benevolent a part towards the pirates, and 
other very wicked men ? No one will doubt the 


ability or disposition of God, towards all that will | 
submit unreervedly, as the pirates did to Pom-| 
pey: But mav not God remove pirate: and murs | 


derers. who kill others, and get killel themselves 
in battle:, from the sea of this trouble:ome world. 
where they will have no more temptations to 
commit wickedness ? It will be said by many 
professed christians, that all the wicked whom|} 
God will make happy in eternity, he removes a| 
freat distance from their native state, as Pompey | 
did the pirates, while they live in this world, and | 
not when they die rebellious enemies. For Pom- || 


——— 


And what is remarkable, Pom- | 
“He. 


|| pey destroyed multitudes, who would not submit, 
' before he took the twénty thousand prisoners. But 
Pompey had power to destroy thei, and probably 
| they de erved de truction, 4s much as any pirates 
in our day. Yet he sewed him<elf to be a high 
'| minded Ge eral, pos:esed of wisdom: and gene. 
rosity, worthy the imitation of all rulers in every 
‘nation. 
|| Why should not the sovereign goodne:s of Je. 
hovah shine conspicuously, #1 removing thou. 
| sands and millions of the murderers of mankiad, 
| who have been trained to war from childhood, by 
| profeseily pious christians, who promise them 
‘salvation if they die fighting the battles of their 
| country ; removing thein out of the way of temp- 
tation and delusion ; and in humanizing and do- 
me-ticating thé fierce beasts of war and piracy, 
by bringing them to taste the sweets of a divine 
and immortal life, by living in the’ heavenly cit 
ie:, and by cultivating the fruits of righteousness 
and peace ? 
' No doubt, while there pirates maintained the 
contest with Pompey’s fleet and army, they were 
in a state of restless anxiety. So while wicked 
| men oppose God, his laws and government, they 


' must be in a guilty, miserable state. But Pom- 
pev mustered 120,000 foot, and 5,000 horse, and 
a fleet of 500 gallies, to conquer the pirates, who 
had 1,000 gallies and 400 strong cities in and a- 
bout the Mediterranean Sea. Surely the Al- 
mighty can muster strength enough to conquer 
all, or captivate them to the obedience of his 
laws. If God can consistently give repe tance 
and eternal life to one sinner, why not to all ? 


| 
| 

















BALUFOUR’S 


FIRST AND SECOND INQUIRY, 
| FOR SALE BY 
| NATH’L. SWAZEY, BATII, (Maine.) 


—_—— 








FOR SALE, 
\} AT THE ARGUS OFFICE, AND BY THE EDITOR, 


'BALFOUR’S SECOND INQUIRY. 


LP 'e sons who have subscribed for the 2nd Inquiry are reque.ted to call for 
them of the Edite ™ house, 


SERMON by Rev. H. Batvov, 2d, at the In 
| stallatiow of Rev, Mr. Farnsworth. 

ALSO-— 

| ASERMON by Rev. Wim. A. Drew, on the 
death of Col. J. WHEELER, President of the Senate. 
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